RELIGION

fanaticism precipitated the break up of the
Empire.

Mahomedanism is a thoroughly democratic
creed, and hence the great accessions to its
numbers which have taken place in Eastern
Bengal, on the Malabar coast, and in other parts
of India.

The Parsees, important by their enterprise,
wealth, and culture, but not by their numbers,
are descendants of emigrants who left Persia when
that country adopted Mahomedanism, and they
number under 100,000, most of whom belong to
Bombay.

Christians number nearly three millions, two
and a half millions of whom are native converts,
of whom, again, two-thirds are found' in Madras,
including the native States of Travancore and
Cochin. In these States, the most Hindu part of
India, Christians are incomparably more numerous
in proportion to the population than they are in
any other part of the Empire.

m Of the native Christians, two-fifths are Roman
Catholics, one-ninth belong to the Anglicans, and
one-twelfth to the Baptists, while Lutherans,
Methodist^ and Presbyterians together claim one-
tenth of the total sum.

There are few Jews, but two very interest-
ing white and black communities are found at
Cochin, where the former claim to have settled